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EXPLORE Your Church
Make a trip to church during the week 
when it is not busy. Show your child 
around the building. Sit in a pew 
together and look at the Bible, the 
hymn book, the offering plates, and so 
on. Talk about what you do at church 
when you attend. Visit the church 
office and greet your pastor,  
children’s pastor, or other staff, if 
possible. Allow your child to ask 
questions or investigate things that 
interest him. Talk about Jesus’ visit  
to the temple as your child  
explores.

Look at 
CHURCHES
On your trips around 
town this week, point out 
the churches that you 
see. Remind your  
       child that Jesus’ 
          parents took Him  
          to the temple  
          (church) when He  
          was a boy. Review 
          the Bible story  
          (reverse side)  
          as you drive.  
          Talk about things  
          your child does at  
          church when she  
          is there.

READ a Book
Look at a book that includes or is about a 
family. Point to and name the family members 
you see (father, mother, brother, sister, etc.).   
     State that Jesus’ family included His 
         mother and earthly father. Mention that 

Jesus grew from a baby to a 
boy. State to your baby that 
he will grow like Jesus did.

UNIT VERSE
God loved us and 

sent His Son. 
1  J O H N  4 : 1 0

UNIT 1
SESSION 4

Jesus Went to the Temple
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UNIT 1. SESSION 4

TAKE IT FURTHER: Check out Jesus Went to 
the Temple in Bible Studies for Life in LifeWay 
Kids App for Bible stories, games, and more.

 THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE
In today’s Bible story your 
child learned that Jesus grew 
as God planned. We see Jesus 
in the temple as a 12-year-old 
boy, listening to the teachers 
and asking them questions.

 LIVE IT OUT
Help your child understand 
that Jesus in today’s Bible 
story is the same Jesus whose 
birth she learned about last 
week. Tell her that Jesus grew 
just as God planned.

LEVEL OF  
BIBLICAL LEARNING

Jesus grew like me.

 DAILY BIBLE READING

Sunday: Luke 2:40

Monday: Mark 6:2

Tuesday: Luke 2:41-42

Wednesday: Luke 2:52

Thursday: Colossians 3:3

Friday: Hebrews 4:15

Saturday: Matthew 2:11

Jesus Went to  
the Temple 
BASED ON LUKE 2:40-52

WEEKLY VERSE: Jesus grew, becoming 
stronger and wiser. Luke 2:40

LIFE POINT: Jesus grew as God 
planned.

BABIES

Jesus learned many things as He grew from a baby to a boy.
Mary and Joseph took Jesus to the temple (church).
Jesus listened and talked to the teachers in the temple about God.
Jesus grew in many ways.

1S

Mary, Joseph, and Jesus traveled to Jerusalem.
Mary, Joseph, and Jesus went to the temple (church).
Mary and Joseph traveled toward home but could not find Jesus.
Mary and Joseph found Jesus at the temple. 
Jesus was talking to the helpers and teachers about God.

2S

J esus’ family traveled with other families to the temple (church) in 
Jerusalem. The families prayed to God and then left for home. 

Later Mary and Joseph looked for Jesus. They did not find Him.
Mary and Joseph went back to Jerusalem. 
T hey found Jesus in the temple (church). He was talking to the 

teachers!
Jesus went home with Mary and Joseph. 
He did what they told Him to do. Jesus continued to grow and learn.
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FOLLOW 
the Path

WHERE IS Jesus?

UNIT 1 SESSION 4 Jesus Went to the Temple

UNIT VERSE
God loved us and sent His Son.

— 1  J O H N  4 : 1 0

Help Jesus 
and His family 
travel to the 

temple.

When Jesus was a boy, He spent time 
listening to the teachers at the temple 
and asking them questions. 

Look at the picture 
and point to Jesus. 

How many people do 
you see with Jesus?

Do you see something 
that does not belong?
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UNIT 1. SESSION 4

Jesus Went to the 
Temple 
BASED ON LUKE 2:40-52

WEEKLY VERSE: Jesus grew, becoming 
stronger and wiser. Luke 2:40

LIFE POINT: Jesus grew as God 
planned.

The Bible tells us that Jesus grew and 
became strong. As He grew, He learned about God. When Jesus 
was 12 years old, He went to the temple (church) in Jerusalem with His 
parents, Mary and Joseph. They traveled with their friends and family.

When it was time to leave, everyone started home together. After 
they had traveled for a while, Mary and Joseph began to look for Jesus. 
They could not find Him. No one knew where Jesus was.

Mary and Joseph hurried back to look for Jesus. After three days, 
they found Jesus at the temple. He was listening to the teachers and 
asking them questions. The teachers were surprised by how much 
Jesus knew about God.

Mary asked Jesus, “Why are You here? Your father and I have been 
worried about You. We have been looking for You everywhere.”

Jesus answered, “Why were you looking for Me? Didn’t you know I 
would be at the temple talking about God?”

Jesus went home with His parents and did what they told Him to do. 
Jesus grew older and stronger.

 THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE
In today’s Bible story your 
child learned that Jesus grew 
as God planned. We see Jesus 
in the temple as a 12-year-old 
boy, listening to the teachers 
and asking them questions.

 LIVE IT OUT
Help your child understand 
that Jesus in today’s Bible 
story is the same Jesus whose 
birth she learned about last 
week. Tell her that Jesus grew 
just as God planned.

LEVEL OF  
BIBLICAL LEARNING

Jesus grew like me and had a 
family.

 DAILY BIBLE READING

Sunday: Luke 2:40

Monday: Mark 6:2

Tuesday: Luke 2:41-42

Wednesday: Luke 2:52

Thursday: Colossians 3:3

Friday: Hebrews 4:15

Saturday: Matthew 2:11

TAKE IT FURTHER: Check out Jesus Went to 
the Temple in Bible Studies for Life in LifeWay 
Kids App for Bible stories, games, and more.
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UNIT VERSE
God loved us  

and sent His Son.

—1 JOHN 4:10

UNIT 1. SESSION 4 Jesus Went to the Temple

Find the Words
Circle the seven words in this puzzle 
that are part of the Bible story.  
Hint: Cross out the words in the listing 
after you find the words in the puzzle.

Z Z Z Z Z J

T E M P L E

Z Z A Z Z S

Z G R O W U 

Z O Y Z I S

Z D Z Z S Z

Z Z Z Z E Z

J O S E P H

Jesus

Mary

Joseph

God

Temple

Grow

Wise 
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Jesus Went to the Temple
LUKE 2:40-52

Jesus grew, and He became strong 
and wise.

Every year Jesus’ parents, Mary and 
Joseph, traveled to Jerusalem for the 
Passover Festival, one of the festivals 
celebrated by the Jewish people. 
When Jesus was 12 years old, He and 
His parents went to Jerusalem as they 
had done before.

As Mary and Joseph were coming 
back home, they did not know that 
Jesus had stayed in Jerusalem. They 
thought that Jesus was coming home with some of their other 
family members and friends.

When Jesus’ parents could not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem 
to look for Him. After three days, they found Jesus in the temple 
(church), listening to the teachers in the temple and asking them 
questions. Everyone was amazed that Jesus could answer the teachers’ 
questions.

Mary and Joseph were surprised to see Him. Mary said to Jesus, “We 
have been looking for You.” Jesus said, “Why were you looking for Me? 
Didn’t you know that I must be in the temple talking about God?” Jesus 
went back home with Mary and Joseph. 

As Jesus continued to grow older and stronger, He learned more 
about God. God was pleased with Him.

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE: Jesus grew, becoming stronger and wiser. 
Luke 2:40

LIFE POINT: Jesus grew as God planned.
 DAILY BIBLE READING

Sunday: Luke 2:40

Monday: Mark 6:2

Tuesday: Luke 2:41-42

Wednesday: Luke 2:52

Thursday: Colossians 3:3

Friday: Hebrews 4:15

Saturday: Matthew 2:11

 THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE
In today’s Bible story your 
child learned that Jesus grew 
as God planned. We see Jesus 
in the temple as a 12-year-old 
boy, listening to the teachers 
and asking them questions.

LEVEL OF  
BIBLICAL LEARNING

Jesus grew, learned, and 
had friends.

 LIVE IT OUT
Help your child understand 
that Jesus in today’s Bible 
story is the same Jesus whose 
birth she learned about last 
week. Tell her that Jesus grew 
just as God planned.

TAKE IT FURTHER: Check out Jesus Went to 
the Temple in Bible Studies for Life: LifeWay 
Kids App for games and activities for your child.

UNIT 1. SESSION 4
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ANSWERS

Think before doing

UNIT 1. SESSION 4 Jesus Went to the Temple

Look at the pictures . Use a 
crayon or marker to circle all the things 
that can help a person grow healthier .

Use a  crayon or marker to 
circle all the things that could help  
you grow wiser .

Use a  crayon or marker to circle 
things that could help you grow in 
favor with God .

Use a  crayon or marker to 
circle things that could help you  
grow in favor with other people .

HINT: Some items may represent more  
than one way to grow. On these items, 
more than one color can be used. 

Can you think of other ways to grow? Write or draw them on the page .  Then circle the words or drawings with the color that shows the way to grow .

THINK BEFORE DOING

Think about ways Jesus grew. Why do you think 
God planned for Jesus to grow in those ways?

JESUS 
GREW!

UNIT VERSE

For God did not send his Son

into the world to condemn the

world, but to save the world 

through him.

JOHN 3:17 (CSB)

© 2020 LifeWay
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Jesus Went to the Temple 
LUKE 2:40-52

Jesus’ family did not stay in Bethlehem . 
After a time, they moved back to 
Nazareth . The child Jesus grew up .  
He got stronger . He grew wiser and 
gained more knowledge . God blessed 
Jesus as He grew . 

Every year, Jesus’ parents went to 
Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover 
Festival . When Jesus was 12 years old, 
He went with His parents to Jerusalem . 
They probably traveled with others 
from their village . When the festival was 
over, Mary and Joseph started for home . They did not know that 
Jesus stayed in Jerusalem . They thought Jesus was in the group with 
other friends or family members . 

After traveling for a whole day, the group stopped . Mary and Joseph 
looked for Jesus but could not find Him . They asked their family 
members and friends about Him . Jesus was nowhere to be found .

Mary and Joseph hurried back to Jerusalem . For three days they 
searched for Jesus . Finally, they found Him . Jesus was sitting in the 
temple with the teachers . He listened to them . He even asked them 
questions . Everyone who heard Jesus was amazed at how much  
Jesus understood .

Jesus’ parents were also amazed . Mary said, “Your father and I have 
been looking everywhere for You . I was very worried when we could 
not find You .”

Jesus then asked, “Why were you searching? Didn’t you know I 
would be in My Father’s house?”

Mary and Joseph didn’t know what Jesus meant . Jesus went home 
with them to Nazareth . He obeyed them in all things . Jesus grew wiser 
and taller . He grew in favor with God and with other people .

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE: Luke 2:40

LIFE POINT: Jesus grew as God planned .

 DAILY BIBLE READING

Sunday: Luke 2:40

Monday: Mark 6:2

Tuesday: Luke 2:41-42

Wednesday: Luke 2:52

Thursday: Colossians 3:3

Friday: Hebrews 4:15

Saturday: Matthew 2:11

 THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE
In today’s Bible story your 
child heard that Jesus grew as 
God planned . We see Jesus 
in the temple as a 12-year-old 
boy, listening to teachers and 
asking them questions .

LEVEL OF  
BIBLICAL LEARNING

God sent His only Son,  
Jesus, to be the only Savior 
of the world .

 LIVE IT OUT
Even though Jesus was God, 
He came to earth as a human . 
He grew from a baby into a 
man . Help your child think of 
other ways Jesus showed that 
He was human .

TAKE IT FURTHER: Check out Jesus Went to 
the Temple in Bible Studies for Life: LifeWay 
Kids App for games and activities for your child.

UNIT 1. SESSION 4
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UNIT 1 . SESSION 4   / Jesus Went to the Temple

Luke 2:52 says that Jesus grew in wisdom, in 
stature, and in favor with God and man . Draw 
a line to match each phrase with its definition . 

Growing Up!

Wisdom
Stature

Favor 
with 
GodFavor 

with 
People

Honoring God

Growing
Physically

Respecting
and Caring
About People

Making
Smart

Decisions

Read each situation 
and decide who is 
growing as Jesus did . 

Maneet invited his 
friend Alyasia to go 
to church with him on 
Sunday, but Alyasia 
said she wanted to 
sleep late and watch 
TV . Who is honoring 
God as Jesus does?

Charlotte often sneaks cookies 
and donuts . Cameron doesn’t 
really like sweets, but he plays 
video games for hours! Chloe 
likes taking walks with her 
parents . She likes running 
and jumping around while she 
waits for them to catch up . 
Who is growing as Jesus did?

Hailey wanted to go skating with her friend 
Emma, but Hailey’s parents said no . Hailey 
pouted all through lunch and refused to talk 
to anyone . When she told Emma she couldn’t 
go, Emma offered to come over and play with 
Hailey . Who is treating others as Jesus does?

Lucas waited for his older 
brother to pick him up from 
school . When Alex didn’t show 
up, Lucas went to the office and 
asked to call his mom . Lucas’ 
mom came and got him . Later, 
Alex said that he wanted to play 
basketball after school, so he 
forgot all about Lucas . Who is 
showing wisdom as Jesus does?

UNIT VERSE
For God did not send hisSon into the world to condemn the world, but to

save the world through him.JOHN 3:17 (CSB)
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Jesus Went to the Temple 
LUKE 2:40-52

Every year Jesus’ parents went to 
Jerusalem for the Passover Festival . 
This festival was a special celebration to 
remember how God saved His people 
from being slaves in Egypt . When Jesus 
was 12 years old, He and His family 
went to Jerusalem again . 

When the festival was over, Mary and 
Joseph and those traveling with them 
left Jerusalem to return home . Mary 
and Joseph did not know that Jesus had 
stayed behind in Jerusalem . They thought Jesus was 
somewhere in their group of travelers .

Mary and Joseph traveled an entire day on the way back to Nazareth 
before they realized that Jesus was not with them . They looked for Him 
everywhere . They asked their relatives and friends about Him . No one 
had seen Jesus!

Mary and Joseph turned around and went back to Jerusalem to 
search for Jesus . After three days they found Jesus in the temple . He 
was sitting with the teachers . He was listening to them and asking them 
questions . All the teachers were amazed at Jesus’ understanding and 
at His answers .

When Mary and Joseph saw Jesus, they were astonished . Mary said 
to Jesus, “Son, why have You treated us like this? Your father and I have 
been searching for You . We were so worried!”

Jesus replied, “Why were you searching for Me? Didn’t you know that 
I had to be in My Father’s house?” Mary and Joseph did not understand 
what Jesus was saying to them .

Jesus returned to Nazareth with Mary and Joseph . He obeyed Mary 
and Joseph . Mary thought about all of the things that had happened . 

Jesus grew wise and strong . He received the favor of God and the 
respect of others .

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE: Luke 2:40

LIFE POINT: Jesus grew as God planned .

 DAILY BIBLE READING

Sunday: Luke 2:40

Monday: Mark 6:2

Tuesday: Luke 2:41-42

Wednesday: Luke 2:52

Thursday: Colossians 3:3

Friday: Hebrews 4:15

Saturday: Matthew 2:11

 THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE
In today’s Bible story your 
child heard that Jesus grew as 
God planned . We see Jesus 
in the temple as a 12-year-old 
boy, listening to teachers and 
asking them questions .

LEVEL OF  
BIBLICAL LEARNING

God provided a plan for 
salvation because He 
loves me .

 LIVE IT OUT
Even though Jesus was God, 
He came to earth as a human . 
He grew from a baby into a 
man . Help your child think of 
other ways Jesus showed that 
He was human .

TAKE IT FURTHER: Check out Jesus Went 
to the Temple in Bible Studies for Life on the 
LifeWay Kids App for Bible stories and games.

UNIT 1. SESSION 4
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Passed Over and Protected
Passover was a celebration of how God 
delivered the Israelites from Egyptian 
slavery during the final plague. Read 
Exodus 12:5-15,17-18 to learn God’s 
special instructions for the Israelites.  
Then crack the code to fill in the blanks.

Jesus Went to the TempleUNIT  1
SESSION 4

Israelites were to sacrifice an unblemished, year-old 
male                          or goat. (sh             p, Exodus 12:5)

Blood was to be put on the sides and tops of the 
house’s                          . (d              rp       sts, 
Exodus 12:13)

The  of people and animals belonging 
to houses without blood would die. 

 (f       rstb      rn, Exodus 12:12) 

The  was a sign that the firstborn would 
be spared. (bl              d, Exodus 12: 13)

The Jews were to celebrate  each year. 
(P       ss       v       r, Exodus 12:17-18)

More Like Jesus

I can grow physically by 

Jesus grew spiritually and physically. What can you do to grow more like Jesus in 2021?

I can grow spiritually by

1. 1.

2. 2.

Bi bl e St u di es for L i f e P r e t eens   9

UNIT VERSE
For God did not send his Son 

into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the 

world through him.  

JOHN 3:17 CSB
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Jesus Went to the Temple 
LUKE 2:40-52

Every year Jesus’ parents went to 
Jerusalem for the Passover Festival. 
This festival was a special celebration to 
remember how God saved His people 
from being slaves in Egypt. When Jesus 
was 12 years old, He and His family 
went to Jerusalem again, just as they 
always did. 

When the festival was over, Mary 
and Joseph and those traveling 
with them left Jerusalem to return 
home. Mary and Joseph thought Jesus was 
somewhere in their group of travelers.

Mary and Joseph traveled an entire day on the way back to Nazareth 
before they realized that Jesus was not with them. They looked for 
Him everywhere. They asked their relatives and friends about Him. No 
one had seen Jesus! Mary and Joseph turned around and went back 
to Jerusalem to search for Jesus. After three days they found Jesus in 
the temple. He was sitting with the teachers. He was listening to them 
and asking them questions. All the teachers were amazed at Jesus’ 
understanding and at His answers.

When Mary and Joseph saw Jesus, they were astonished. Mary said 
to Jesus, “Son, why have You treated us like this? Your father and I have 
been searching for You. We were so worried!”

Jesus replied, “Why were you searching for Me? Didn’t you know that 
I had to be in My Father’s house?” Mary and Joseph did not understand 
what Jesus was saying to them. Jesus left Jerusalem and returned to 
Nazareth with Mary and Joseph. He obeyed Mary and Joseph. Mary 
thought about all of the things that had happened. 

Jesus grew wise and strong. He received the favor of God and the 
respect of others.

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE: Luke 2:40

LIFE POINT: Jesus grew as God planned.

 DAILY BIBLE READING

Sunday: Luke 2:40

Monday: Mark 6:2

Tuesday: Luke 2:41-42

Wednesday: Luke 2:52

Thursday: Colossians 3:3

Friday: Hebrews 4:15

Saturday: Matthew 2:11

 THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE
In today’s Bible story your 
preteen heard that Jesus grew 
as God planned. We see Jesus 
in the temple as a 12-year-old 
boy, listening to teachers and 
asking them questions.

LEVEL OF  
BIBLICAL LEARNING

God had a plan for salvation 
before the beginning of time. 

 LIVE IT OUT
Even though Jesus was God, 
He came to earth as a human. 
He grew from a baby into a 
man. Help your preteen think 
of other ways Jesus showed 
that He was human.

TAKE IT FURTHER: Check out Jesus Went to the 
Temple in Bible Studies for Life in the LifeWay Kids 
App for Bible stories, games, and more.

UNIT 1. SESSION 4
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