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CUDDLE a Doll
Invite your child to  
play with a doll,  
wrapping it in a  
blanket or holding it. 
Talk about how God 
sent John as a baby 
and later sent Jesus 
as a baby. Mention that 
God sent you as  
a baby, too. Show the  
Bible story picture  
(reverse side) as you  
tell the Bible story.

Put the magnetic letters of your child’s name 
on the refrigerator door, or print it on paper to 
use instead. Allow your child to hold, touch, 
and move the letters or tap on the paper. Tell 
the story of how you chose your child’s name. 
Say: “The angel told Zechariah to name his 
and Elizabeth’s baby John. John would grow 
up to have a special job to do for God.”

Look at BABY PICTURES

Look at your child’s baby 

pictures together. Talk about 

how excited you were as you

waited for her to be born. Work

into your conversation that 

Elizabeth was excited about 

John’s arrival. 

UNIT VERSE
God loved us and 

sent His Son. 
1  J O H N  4 : 1 0

UNIT 1
SESSION 1

A Baby for Elizabeth
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UNIT 1. SESSION 1

TAKE IT FURTHER: Check out A Baby for 
Elizabeth in Bible Studies for Life in the LifeWay 
Kids App for Bible stories, games, and more.

 THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE
Today your child learned that 
God prepared for Jesus’ birth. 
The birth of John, Elizabeth’s 
son, was part of God’s plan to 
prepare the way for Jesus.

 LIVE IT OUT
In the center of a sheet of 
paper, print the name Jesus. 
Give your child markers, 
crayons, or stickers to 
decorate the name. Tell your 
child that God prepared for 
Jesus to be born.

LEVEL OF  
BIBLICAL LEARNING

Jesus was born.

 DAILY BIBLE READING

Sunday: Luke 1:68

Monday: Luke 1:76

Tuesday: Mark 1:3

Wednesday: Isaiah 40:3

Thursday: Luke 1:80

Friday: Luke 3:3

Saturday: Mark 1:7-8

A Baby for 
Elizabeth
BASED ON LUKE 1:5-25,57-80

WEEKLY VERSE: Elizabeth will have a 
son and name him John. Luke 1:13

LIFE POINT: God prepared for Jesus’ 
birth.

BABIES

G od sent an angel (messenger) to tell Zechariah that he and 
Elizabeth would have a baby.

The angel (messenger) said to name the baby John.
E lizabeth had a baby boy. Zechariah and Elizabeth named the baby 

John.
Baby John grew up, loved God, and told people about Jesus. 

1S

An angel (messenger) came to Zechariah as he worked in the temple. 
T he angel told Zechariah, “Elizabeth will have a son. Name him John. 

God has special plans for him when he grows up.”
L ater, Elizabeth had a baby boy. They named him John. He grew and 
became strong.

2S

Zechariah was a helper at the temple (church). 
When it was his turn, Zechariah went inside the temple.
The angel Gabriel appeared there and surprised him.
T he angel told Zechariah, “Elizabeth will have a son. You will name 

him John. He is part of God’s plan.” 
L ater, Elizabeth had a baby boy. They named him John, like they 
were told to do.

John grew up and became strong.

4
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CIRCLE 
Baby Items
The angel said 
that Elizabeth 
and Zechariah 
would have a 
baby boy. 

Sign BABY JOHN’S Name
Zechariah made motions with his hands because 
he could not talk. 

UNIT 1 SESSION 1 A Baby for Elizabeth
UNIT VERSE

God loved us and 
sent His Son.

— 1  J O H N  4 : 1 0

Circle the 
items a 

baby uses.

Sign the letters that spell JOHN.

Image Credit: shutterstock
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UNIT 1. SESSION 1

A Baby for 
Elizabeth
BASED ON LUKE 1:5-25,57-80

WEEKLY VERSE: Elizabeth will have a 
son and name him John. Luke 1:13

LIFE POINT: God prepared for Jesus’ 
birth.

Zechariah and his wife, Elizabeth, were old. 
They did not have a baby, so they prayed that God would give 
them one. 

Zechariah was a helper at the temple. While he was praying, he 
suddenly saw an angel. He was frightened!

“Do not be afraid, Zechariah!” the angel said. “God hears your 
prayers. Elizabeth will have a baby boy. You must name him John. 
When he grows up, he will tell people about God’s Son, Jesus.”

Zechariah asked, “How can this be? My wife and I are old.”
The angel said, “Because you do not believe me, you will not be able 

to talk until after baby John is born.”
Zechariah could not talk! He could only make motions with his hands 

to explain what had happened. 
Months later, Elizabeth had a baby boy. Zechariah and Elizabeth were 

happy! Their friends came to visit, and Elizabeth said, “We will name 
him John.” Zechariah wrote on a tablet, “His name is John.”

Suddenly Zechariah could talk! He thanked God for baby John. He 
knew that God planned for John to tell people about Jesus. When John 
grew up, he lived outdoors in the wilderness and learned what God 
wanted him to know about Jesus.

 THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE
Today your child learned that 
God prepared for Jesus’ birth. 
The birth of John, Elizabeth’s 
son, was part of God’s plan to 
prepare the way for Jesus.

 LIVE IT OUT
In the center of a sheet of 
paper, print the name Jesus. 
Give your child markers, 
crayons, or stickers to 
decorate the name. Tell your 
child that God prepared for 
Jesus to be born.

LEVEL OF  
BIBLICAL LEARNING

God sent Jesus to earth.

 DAILY BIBLE READING

Sunday: Luke 1:68

Monday: Luke 1:76

Tuesday: Mark 1:3

Wednesday: Isaiah 40:3

Thursday: Luke 1:80

Friday: Luke 3:3

Saturday: Mark 1:7-8

TAKE IT FURTHER: Check out A Baby for 
Elizabeth in Bible Studies for Life in the LifeWay 
Kids App for Bible stories, games, and more.
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UNIT VERSE
God loved us and 

sent His Son.

—1 JOHN 4:10

UNIT 1. SESSION 1 A Baby for Elizabeth

Elizabeth had a special baby who 
would grow up to tell people that 
Jesus is God’s Son. Trace the letters 
to find out the baby’s name.

God prepared for Jesus’ birth. Draw a picture to 
show how you think Elizabeth and Zechariah felt 
when they found out that they would have a baby. 

BABY

TRACE NAME

BABY

TRACE NAME

BABY

TRACE

COMINGCOMINGCOMING

NAME

is !A

the
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A Baby for Elizabeth
LUKE 1:5-25,57-80

Zechariah was a priest who served in 
the temple, and his wife was named 
Elizabeth. God knew that Zechariah and 
Elizabeth obeyed His commandments. 
They were both old and did not have 
any children.

Zechariah was serving in the temple 
when an angel visited him. Zechariah 
was afraid, but the angel said: “Do not 
be afraid.” The angel was sent by God 
to tell Zechariah that Elizabeth would 
have a baby boy named John. The baby 
was going to be special and do great things for God. Zechariah 
did not believe God’s message delivered by the angel, so the angel 
said Zechariah would not be able to talk until the baby was born.

After several months, the baby was born. Elizabeth’s neighbors and 
friends were happy for her and they wanted to know what the baby’s 
name would be. They thought the baby should be named Zechariah, 
the same name as his father. But Zechariah wrote on a writing tablet 
that the baby’s name would be John, just as the angel had said. 
Suddenly, Zechariah was able to talk again and he began to praise 
God. Everyone believed that John was a special baby.

God told Zechariah to tell everyone that when John grew up to be a 
man, he would announce that God’s Son is coming. God sent John as 
part of His plan to tell people about His Son, Jesus.

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE: Elizabeth will have a son and name him John. 
Luke 1:13

LIFE POINT: God prepared for Jesus’ birth.
 DAILY BIBLE READING

Sunday: Luke 1:68

Monday: Luke 1:76

Tuesday: Mark 1:3

Wednesday: Isaiah 40:3

Thursday: Luke 1:80

Friday: Luke 3:3

Saturday: Mark 1:7-8

 THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE
Today your child learned that 
God prepared for Jesus’ birth. 
The birth of John, Elizabeth’s 
son, was part of God’s plan to 
prepare the way for Jesus.

LEVEL OF  
BIBLICAL LEARNING

God sent Jesus to earth as a 
real person.

 LIVE IT OUT
In the center of a sheet of 
paper, print the name Jesus. 
Give your child markers, 
crayons, or stickers to 
decorate the name. Tell your 
child that God prepared for 
Jesus to be born.

TAKE IT FURTHER: Check out A Baby for 
Elizabeth in Bible Studies for Life: LifeWay Kids 
App for games and activities for your child.

UNIT 1. SESSION 1
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Meet John

the Baptist

Maze

Meet John

the Baptist

Maze

UNIT 1. SESSION 1 God Prepared the Way for Jesus

An angel came to 
Zechariah in the 
temple. He told 

Zechariah to name 
his baby John.

John the Baptist’s 
parents were 

very old when he 
was born.

Zechariah was not 
able to talk until 

his baby was born, 
and he named his 

son John.

The angel said, 
“He will prepare 
the way for the 
coming of the 

Lord.”

Zechariah wrote  
“His name is John.”

This maze has facts about the birth of  
John the Baptist . Find your way through 
the maze . Stop at each fact and find out 
more about John the Baptist . 

God prepared for His plan of salvation. He provided a way 
for people to become Christians because He loves them. 
What are some other ways you know God loves you?

Now find each shaded letter in the shapes. Unscramble those letters to find the name of John’s mother.
HINT: Find and read Luke 1:13 in your Bible to help you discover her name.

Start

UNIT VERSE
For God did not send his Son 

into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the 

world through him.

JOHN 3:17 (CSB)

© 2020 LifeWay

GRADES 1-2



God Prepared the  
Way for Jesus 
LUKE 1:5-25,57-80

 There was a priest in Judea named 
Zechariah . He had a wife named 
Elizabeth . They both obeyed and 
followed the Lord’s commandments .  

Although Priest Zechariah and his  
wife were very old, they had no 
children . One day Zechariah was in 
the temple praying when an angel 
suddenly appeared .

 The angel told Zechariah he and his wife would have a baby 
boy even though they were old . The angel told Zechariah to name 
the boy John . John would be great in God’s sight and would prepare 
people for the coming of the Lord .

Zechariah asked how he could be sure these things would happen . 
The angel Gabriel told Zechariah that God sent him with the message . 
He said Zechariah would be unable to speak until the things Gabriel 
said had happened . People waited outside the temple for Zechariah to 
come out . When he came out, he could not speak!

After a time, Elizabeth had a son . Neighbors and family came to 
celebrate with them . Elizabeth said his name was John . The people 
were surprised since no one in the family was named John . The people 
asked Zechariah, “What will be his name?” Zechariah wrote on a writing 
tablet: “His name is John .” Immediately, Zechariah could speak again . 

  (Read Luke 1:68 from a Bible.) Zechariah praised God . He told the 
people his child would prepare people for God’s salvation . John grew 
up to be a man . He lived in the wilderness until the time was right for 
him to begin preaching to the people .

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE: Luke 1:68

LIFE POINT: God prepared for His plan of salvation .

 DAILY BIBLE READING

Sunday: Luke 1:68

Monday: Luke 1:76

Tuesday: Mark 1:3

Wednesday: Isaiah 40:3

Thursday: Luke 1:80

Friday: Luke 3:3

Saturday: Mark 1:7-8

 THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE
In today’s Bible study your 
child learned that God 
prepared for His plan of 
salvation . God brought about 
the birth of John the Baptist to 
help people know about His 
plan to send Jesus .

LEVEL OF  
BIBLICAL LEARNING

God provided a way for 
people to become Christians 
because He loves them .

 LIVE IT OUT
Read together about John  
the Baptist in all the Gospels—
Matthew 3, Mark 1, Luke 3,  
and John 1 . Recall the story  
of John’s birth in Luke .  
Remind your child that John 
was God’s plan to prepare 
the people for the coming of 
Jesus, the Messiah .

TAKE IT FURTHER: Check out God Prepared 
the Way for Jesus in Bible Studies for Life: 
LifeWay Kids App.

UNIT 1. SESSION 1
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Get Ready for Christmas!

UNIT 1 . SESSION 1   / God Prepared the Way for Jesus

God sent John to tell the people to get ready for the coming of the Messiah, 
Jesus . What are some ways you and your family prepare to celebrate Jesus’ 
birth? Color the star if the way is something you and your family already do . 
Circle the star if you would like to add the way to your family’s Christmas plans .

Put up a tree.

Decorate the house.

Pray for others to 
understand God’s love.

Make cookies 
and candies.

Go to church.

Sing Christmas songs.

Read the Christmas 
story in Luke 2.

Give gifts to  
family and friends.

Invite someone 
to church.

Go Christmas caroling 
and sing carols to 
elderly people. 

Luke 3:4 quotes Isaiah 40:3 . 
Read both verses and then 
unscramble the letters to 
complete this sentence .

God  to 

the  for ’ coming.

PRPEARE

HOJN NTES OPEELPSUSJE

UNIT VERSE
For God did not send 
his Son into the world 
to condemn the world, 
but to save the world 

through him.

JOHN 3:17 (CSB)
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God Prepared the Way  
for Jesus 
LUKE 1:5-25,57-80 

Zechariah was a priest in the days 
of King Herod . Zechariah and his 
wife, Elizabeth, kept all of God’s 
commandments . They were very old 
and did not have any children .

Zechariah went inside the temple to 
burn the incense . Suddenly, an angel 
appeared, and Zechariah was afraid . 

The angel said, “Do not be afraid . 
Your prayer has been heard . Your wife, 
Elizabeth, will have a son, and you will name him John . He will bring 
you joy and delight and will be filled with the Holy Spirit . He will help 
disobedient people understand how to do what God says, and he will 
prepare the way for the Lord .” 

Zechariah asked, “How can this be? I am an old man . My wife is 
getting old, too .”

“I am Gabriel,” the angel replied . “I stand in God’s presence . I was 
sent to speak to you and tell you this good news . You will now be 
unable to speak until the child is born because you did not believe 
my words .” And just as Gabriel said, Zechariah could not say a word! 
Zechariah made signs to the people, but he could not talk .

Elizabeth soon discovered she was going to have a baby . She 
declared, “The Lord has done this for me!” 

After a time Elizabeth had a baby boy . Zechariah took a writing tablet 
and wrote His name is John. Immediately, Zechariah could speak again . 
He praised God and said, “Child, you will be a prophet of the Most 
High! You will go before the Lord and prepare people for Him .”

John grew up to be a man and became strong with God’s Spirit . 
He lived in the wilderness until the time was right for him to begin 
preaching to the people .

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE: Luke 1:68

LIFE POINT: God prepared for His plan of salvation .

 DAILY BIBLE READING

Sunday: Luke 1:68

Monday: Luke 1:76

Tuesday: Mark 1:3

Wednesday: Isaiah 40:3

Thursday: Luke 1:80

Friday: Luke 3:3

Saturday: Mark 1:7-8

 THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE
In today’s Bible study your 
child learned that God 
prepared for His plan of 
salvation . God brought about 
the birth of John the Baptist to 
help people know about His 
plan to send Jesus .

LEVEL OF  
BIBLICAL LEARNING

God provided a plan for 
salvation because He 
loves me .

 LIVE IT OUT
Read together about John the 
Baptist in all the Gospels—
Matthew 3, Mark 1, Luke 3, 
and John 1 . Recall the story of 
John’s birth in Luke . Remind 
your child that John was part 
of God’s plan to prepare the 
people for the coming of 
Jesus, the Messiah .

TAKE IT FURTHER: Check out God Prepared 
the Way for Jesus in Bible Studies for Life on the 
LifeWay Kids App for Bible stories and games.

UNIT 1. SESSION 1
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Listen Up

God Prepared the Way for JesusUNIT  1
SESSION 1

Read Luke 1:5-20 to 
answer the questions.

What news did Gabriel tell Zechariah? (v. 13)  

What was Zechariah to name the baby? (v. 13)  

Why didn’t Zechariah believe Gabriel’s news? (v. 18) 

What happened when Zechariah doubted? (v. 20)  

When would Zechariah speak again? (v. 20)  

Praises and Prophecies
After John was born, Zechariah could speak 
again. He began praising God and prophesying. 
Read Luke 1:67-80 to find what Zechariah said.Praises

Prophecies

Bonus Question

(v. 70)(v. 70)  God fulfilled the God fulfilled the

words of the  words of the  

p _ o _ _ _ t _.

(v. 72)(v. 72)  God remembered His holy  God remembered His holy

c _ v _n_ _ t.

(v. 69)(v. 69)  God provided salvation God provided salvation

through the house of  through the house of

_ _ v _ d.

(v. 80)(v. 80)  John lived in the  John lived in the

_ i _ d _ _ n _ s _.

(v. 76)(v. 76)  John would be called aJohn would be called a
_ r _ p _ _ t   of the Most High.of the Most High.

(v. 77)(v. 77)  John would prepare the way forJohn would prepare the way for
_ e _ _s.

(v. 77)(v. 77)  John would prepareJohn would prepare
people to hear the news of  people to hear the news of
_ a _ v _ t _ o _.

Bi bl e St u di es for L i f e P r e t eens   3

UNIT VERSE
For God did not send his Son into 
the world to condemn the world, 

but to save the world through him.  

JOHN 3:17 CSB
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God Prepared  
the Way for Jesus 
LUKE 1:5-25,57-80

Zechariah was a priest in the days 
of King Herod. Zechariah and his 
wife, Elizabeth, kept all of God’s 
commandments. They were very old 
and did not have any children.

When it was Zechariah’s turn to 
serve at the temple, he went inside to burn 
the incense. Suddenly, an angel appeared and stood beside 
the altar. Zechariah was afraid when he saw the angel. 

The angel said, “Do not be afraid. Your prayer has been heard. Your 
wife, Elizabeth, will have a son, and you will name him John. He will 
bring you joy and delight and will be filled with the Holy Spirit. He will 
prepare the way for the Lord.” Zechariah asked, “How can this be? My 
wife and I are getting old.”

“I am Gabriel,” the angel replied. “I stand in God’s presence. I was 
sent to tell you this good news. You will now be unable to speak until 
the child is born because you did not believe my words.” Zechariah 
made signs to the people, but he could not talk.

Elizabeth soon discovered she was going to have a baby. She 
declared, “The Lord has done this for me!” 

After a time Elizabeth had a baby boy. When neighbors and family 
members came to name the baby, Elizabeth announced that his 
name was John. The people said, “None of your relatives has that 
name.” Zechariah took a writing tablet and wrote His name is John. 
Immediately, Zechariah could speak again. He praised God and said, 
“Child, you will be a prophet of the Most High! You will go before the 
Lord and prepare people for Him.”

John grew up to be a man and became strong with God’s Spirit. 
He lived in the wilderness until the time was right for him to begin 
preaching to the people.

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE: Luke 1:68

LIFE POINT: God prepared for His plan of salvation.

 DAILY BIBLE READING

Sunday: Luke 1:68

Monday: Luke 1:76

Tuesday: Mark 1:3

Wednesday: Isaiah 40:3

Thursday: Luke 1:80

Friday: Luke 3:3

Saturday: Mark 1:7-8

 THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE
In today’s Bible study your 
preteen learned that God 
prepared for His plan of 
salvation. God brought about 
the birth of John the Baptist to 
help people know about His 
plan to send Jesus.

LEVEL OF  
BIBLICAL LEARNING

God had a plan for salvation 
before the beginning of time. 

 LIVE IT OUT
Read together about John the 
Baptist in all the Gospels—
Matthew 3, Mark 1, Luke 3, 
and John 1. Recall the story of 
John’s birth in Luke. Remind 
your preteen that John was 
God’s plan to prepare the 
people for the coming of 
Jesus, the Messiah.

TAKE IT FURTHER: Check out God Prepared the 
Way for Jesus in Bible Studies for Life in the LifeWay 
Kids App for Bible stories, games, and more.

UNIT 1. SESSION 1

© 2020 LifeWay
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