For much of the past 24 months, we have all been navigating a sideways world. A world-wide
pandemic which now appears to be more of an endemic is still impacting us in a variety of ways:
economic struggles, still-increasing violent crime around the nation, deep political divisions,
raging cancel culture, disputes and disagreements about government restrictions and masks,
strong opinions about vaccines, and the first war in Europe since World War 2. Just listing these
things makes me weary.
These months have also impacted a considerable number of churches who continue to struggle
in a variety of ways. We recently read an account of a very well-known American megachurch
experiencing their 3rd year in a row of significant budget and staffing cuts, and after 2 years
their in-person attendance is still only 50% of what it was just a couple of years ago. According
to their “informal network of other megachurches,” their in-person attendance is similar to what
other megachurches are experiencing.
But because of God’s amazing grace, none of this has been our experience at Riverside Church!
Despite whatever strong opinions people here have on all the divisive issues dominating our
world today, we continue to stay focused always on Jesus’ mission: to reach people and help them
become fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ. As I have repeatedly stated in previous annual
reports, “While we are a community of people who have spiritually defective DNA, we
also have been and are being transformed, and we are empowered by Jesus to
engage in His mission. He has a special delight when we as individuals and as a
church embrace and participate in that which is the passion of His great heart:
lost people matter to God, and He wants them found.”
Staying focused on Jesus’ mission diminishes all these other things that have
consumed so many other people’s and churches’ minds, time, and energy.
Staying focused on Jesus’ mission matters. It matters more than anything else.
As you read the through the summaries of what has happened the past 12
months, be sure to take a moment to thank and praise God for what He has
done through you as part of Riverside. What you have done matters. For the lives
changed because you invited, prayed, served, gave, and cared. Remember, every
one of those numbers has a name, every name has a story, and every story matters to
God...and to us! Celebrate with our ministry leaders as you discover success stories; thank
them for their service and continue to pray for them as the new fiscal year begins. Pray for our
Elders and leaders as we continue to lead and seek God’s will for Riverside.

Despite having to navigate many capacity and other restrictions:

• 167 people followed the Lord in water baptism (almost double
from last fiscal year)

•

We welcomed 89 people into membership! (more than 40%
higher than last fiscal year)!

•

Our average weekly attendance 7/1/21 - 6/26/22 (including our
online experience) is 2,157

•

In times of economic uncertainty, the Lord has worked
through His people here to help our church be financially
strong and stable.

•

WE ONCE AGAIN HAD THE JOY TO JOIN THE CELEBRATION
IN HEAVEN FOR THE 778 (as of 6/26/22) MEN, WOMEN,
STUDENTS, AND CHILDREN WHO TOLD US THEY SAID
‘YES!’ TO JESUS CHRIST AS THEIR LORD AND SAVIOR!
This means through the people and ministries of Riverside
about two persons every day for the past 12 months said
‘YES!’ to Jesus as Lord!

This is why it all matters!
Thanks to everyone at Riverside who in these past 12 months
has prayed for me and my family, encouraged me with a note,
an email, a pat on the back, or even a hug. I know I say this every
year, but you need to know these things mean more to me than
you will ever realize. We are grateful to the Lord for our small
group and all of you who care about us, pray for us, and
demonstrate real love to us.
It has been my privilege to serve as your Senior Pastor for
almost 19 years and I look forward to the next 12 months with
joy and great anticipation! Together let’s continue to be an
outward focused church that makes and multiplies passionate
followers of Jesus.
I love you, Riverside family.
Because it all matters,

Dear Riverside Family,
What a historic two years we have just navigated; each of us most likely have stories of both personal trial
and triumph as we walked through some hard days and difficult circumstances. Many of us would admit
to days of uncertainty, concern, or maybe even fear. We were reminded to focus on the truth of God’s
goodness and His enduring Word. By doing so, God graciously sustained us through these challenges
that spanned days and then years.
As Elders it was a challenging time to lead; many decisions had to be made on how to navigate what was
legally advisable and how to best care for our Riverside family. But it was also paramount we continue
to advance God’s direction for our church: to reach people and help them become fully devoted followers of
Jesus Christ. As this past year unfolded our prayer was that Riversiders would remain connected to one
another and keep growing in Christ even as we explored ways to keep reaching those not yet following.
As we look back, we see God was faithful to us–how exciting it has been to witness the NextSTEPS people
have taken! We saw new families join us for the first time almost every week. The No Limits discipleship
class for 4th & 5th graders had one of it’s biggest enrollments since the program began. Riverside Student
ministry flourished and led the way in resuming in-person ministry. Our online engagement remained
strong even as people returned to a physical campus. God exceeded our expectations on how many would
take the step of baptism (167). Small group participation was well over 1100. And despite what seemed like
a lofty goal when it was set last July, God drew even more people to Himself than we dreamed! Praise Him
for the 778 people who said ‘YES!’, repenting and believing in Jesus as Lord and Savior over the past year.
As you know we also attempted to purchase a property for a new
physical campus this past year, but the Lord ultimately removed that
option. We continue to pray for God to open a door of His choosing
for another physical campus – please keep praying for His provision.
God accomplished all of this, and to Him alone be the glory. But
amazingly, He chooses to involve His children in His work! So, when
you are in Jesus, your prayers for the people around you matter. Your
invitations to “come and sit with me.” matter. Your steadfast acts
of service and support for the ministries of Riverside matter. And
your commitment to become like Jesus–loving others like He loved
us, matters most! “A new command I give you: Love one another. As
I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will
know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” - John 13:34-35
As your Elder board we are passionate about our privilege to lead
Riverside Church. We so appreciate your prayers for us. It is our
prayer that God would grant us wisdom and humility in following
Him. We pray He will use the people and ministries of Riverside
Church to draw many to Himself. Lost people matter to God and
He wants them found. And so do we!

RIVERSIDE CHURCH EXISTS...

for the purpose of reaching people and helping them to become fully-devoted followers of Jesus
Christ. This is accomplished by bringing people into a relationship with God through Jesus Christ,
and drawing them into the Christ-centered community of the church.
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EVERY NUMBER HAS A NAME,
EVERY NAME HAS A STORY, AND
EVERY STORY MATTERS TO GOD!
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RIVERSIDE isn’t just a
CHURCH where you go;
it’s a FAMILY where
you can BELONG.

Responses from some of our recent guests...
WHAT WAS THE FIRST THING YOU NOTICED ABOUT RC?
•

How happy everyone was to be there.

•

The acceptance and joy of the people here.

•

Welcoming. Lots of volunteers made it
helpful to find our way around.

•

How friendly everyone is! From the smiles
in the parking lot, to the greetings from
everyone once you pass them inside - it was
so lovely and welcoming!

•

The immense feeling of community and
passion - it was so accepting.

•

I love how laidback it was; everybody was
very welcoming, but not suffocating.

•

How friendly the parking crew is - literally
the first and last contact.

•

All the smiling and words of welcome!

