
DISCUSSION GUIDE

This Personal Guide has been adapted from 
Professor Grant Horner’s Bible Reading System.

PERSONAL GUIDE

- Icebreaker -
 What is your favorite group or team you 

have ever been a part of, and why?

Day One:Day One: Matthew 24

Day Two:Day Two: Genesis 24

Day Three:Day Three: 1 Corinthians  8

Day Four:Day Four: James  2

Day Five:Day Five: Job 24

1. Pastor Tom pointed out that when people ask if "good things are going 
to come true,” they are really asking about where the world is headed 
and what their life’s destination is. Have you encountered people asking 
these questions, and how have you answered them?  

2. “The main point of eschatology is all about the problem of evil and how 
that problem will be solved.” How have you struggled with solving the 
problem of evil in your world? 

3. Evil...”at its foundation is a violation of God’s law, truth, will and 
purpose...(has) a spiritual source...and is so pervasive in the human 
family that while not everyone’s sins are identical, the consequence of 
everyone’s sins is identical.” Read John 8:44; Jeremiah 17:9 and James 
1:13-15; 2:10. How do these verses support the truth that people are not 
getting “better”? 

4. Jesus offers genuine hope for the problem of evil for us in a personal 
way. Read John 8:12, 11:25-26, 14:27; 16:33 and Colossians 2:13-15.     
How have you embraced these truths in your life when you have fallen 
short or been discouraged by what you have experienced and seen 
around you? 

5. “In a world that seems increasingly dark and hopeless, and where the 
evil desires and choices of people are the source of so much pain and 
suffering, God has the only way to make sure that justice is done and 
also mercy and grace prevail.” Read Revelation 11:15b, 21:5a, Isaiah 
38:17, Psalm 103:10 and Romans 6:23. How do these verses as well 
as the Keller quote in the message notes help you further understand 
God’s genuine hope for you personally and for our world as a whole? 

6. Take time to pray together, thanking God for how He has provided for 
mercy, grace, and justice to prevail. 
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B. What __________ is...at it's foundation a ___________________ of God's 
law, truth, will, and purpose. Evil has a _____________________ source 
(note John 8:44; ___-evil) and is at the core of every human being (note 
Jeremiah 17:9)...and evil is so pervasive in the human family that while note 
everyone's sins are identical, the _______________________ of everyone's 
sins is identical (note James 1:13-15; 2:10; Romans 6:23a). 

C. There is __________ for the future - Note Ephesians 6:12. Sin ______________ 
and ruins everything. But Jesus came into a broken, dark, sad world and 
brought _____________ (note John 8:12a), __________ (note John 8:12b), 
and hope in the face of death's endless repetition (note John 11:25). Even 
though sadness and difficulties and pain are still present, Jesus promises 
His peace, presence, and power to ________________ the world's darkness 
(note John 14:27; 16:33). And His work on the cross and from the tomb 
became the ___________________ sentence of death for death... (note 
Colossians 2:13-15). God will destroy evil and make everything right (note 
Revelation 11:15b; 21:5a). But He will do it in such a way that mercy and 
grace also ________________: 
Evil is so deeply rooted in the human heart that if Christ had come in  power 
to destroy it everywhere He found it, He would have to destroy _____, too. He 
did not come to earth the first time to bring justice, but to __________ it.  He 
died on the cross in our place, taking the punishment our sins deserve, so that 
someday He can return to earth and end evil without ____________________  
us all. (Keller)
Note Isaiah 38:17; Psalm 103:10; Romans 6:23

MYTHUNDERSTANDING:
 y In a world that seems increasingly dark and hopeless, and where the evil 

desires and choices of people are the source of so much pain and suffering, 
God has the only way to make sure that ________________ is done and also 
mercy and grace ________________. 

 y Note Genesis 50:20; Romans 8:28

Tell someone about the next step you took today in your 
spiritual journey! Let us know, too, and fill out our connect 
card (digital* or hard copy). 
*MyRC.link/connect or text riverside to 94000

“EVERYTHING SAD IS GOING 
TO COME UNTRUE”

Pastor Tom Lundeen

There's a lot of __________ news about the Church Jesus bled and died and rose 
to create. 
...this isn't asking if __________ things are going to come true...it's instead saying 
that sad things will come _______________. 
What's really being asked in all of this is, Where is this ____________ headed? 
Where is my ___________ final destination?  

Eschatology = the _________________ of the last things...the end of history, the 
resurrection of the dead, the final judgment, and the vindication of God's justice. 
(Encyclopedia Britannica)
The main point of eschatology is all about the problem of __________ and how that 
problem will be solved. (Kruger)

1. ________________ Has an Eschatology

Everyone has to __________________ how evil is going to be dealt with. 
The only difference is what is the ____________ for our eschatology? 

I believe that anyone who honestly examines and evaluates the Christian 
understanding of eschatology will see it is consistent, captivating, and the most 
_____________________ and powerful answer to the problem of evil in this world. 

2. What Christian Eschatology _________________

A. Why this world is _______________ - in just one century (1917-2017), 
____________________ (which denies God's existence and required atheism 
as the official government position) was responsible for __________ million 
deaths...more than the rest of recorded human history. Why don't people 
get ______________? (note Genesis 2:16-17; Romans 3:23; 5:12).
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B. What evil is...at it's foundation a violation of God's law, truth, will, and 
purpose. Evil has a spiritual source (note John 8:44; d-evil) and is at the 
core of every human being (note Jeremiah 17:9)...and evil is so pervasive 
in the human family that while note everyone's sins are identical, the 
consequence of everyone's sins is identical (note James 1:13-15; 2:10; 
Romans 6:23a). 

C. There is hope for the future - Note Ephesians 6:12. Sin twists and ruins 
everything. But Jesus came into a broken, dark, sad world and brought 
light (note John 8:12a), life (note John 8:12b), and hope in the face of 
death's endless repetition (note John 11:25). Even though sadness and 
difficulties and pain are still present, Jesus promises His peace, presence, 
and power to navigate the world's darkness (note John 14:27; 16:33). And 
His work on the cross and from the tomb became the eventual sentence 
of death for death... (note Colossians 2:13-15). God will destroy evil and 
make everything right (note Revelation 11:15b; 21:5a). But He will do it in 
such a way that mercy and grace also prevail: Evil is so deeply rooted in the 
human heart that if Christ had come in  power to destroy it everywhere He 
found it, He would have to destroy us, too. He did not come to earth the first 
time to bring justice, but to bear it. He died on the cross in our place, taking 
the punishment our sins deserve, so that someday He can return to earth and 
end evil without destroying us all. (Keller) - Note Isaiah 38:17; Psalm 103:10; 
Romans 6:23

MYTHUNDERSTANDING:
 y In a world that seems increasingly dark and hopeless, and where the evil 

desires and choices of people are the source of so much pain and suffering, 
God has the only way to make sure that justice is done and also mercy and 
grace prevail. 

 y Note Genesis 50:50; Romans 8:28

Tell someone about the next step you took today in your 
spiritual journey! Let us know, too, and fill out our connect 
card (digital* or hard copy). 
*MyRC.link/connect or text riverside to 94000

“EVERYTHING SAD IS GOING 
TO COME UNTRUE”

Pastor Tom Lundeen

There's a lot of fake news about the Church Jesus bled and died and rose to 
create. 
...this isn't asking if good things are going to come true...it's instead saying that 
sad things will come untrue. 
What's really being asked in all of this is, Where is this world headed? Where is my 
life's final destination?  

Eschatology = the science of the last things...the end of history, the resurrection of 
the dead, the final judgment, and the vindication of God's justice. (Encyclopedia 
Britannica)
The main point of eschatology is all about the problem of evil and how that problem 
will be solved. (Kruger)

1. Everyone Has an Eschatology

Everyone has to navigate how evil is going to be dealt with. 
The only difference is what is the basis for our eschatology? 

I believe that anyone who honestly examines and evaluates the Christian 
understanding of eschatology will see it is consistent, captivating, and the most 
persuasive and powerful answer to the problem of evil in this world. 

2. What Christian Eschatology Explains

A. Why this world is broken - in just one century (1917-2017), communism 
(which denies God's existence and required atheism as the official 
government position) was responsible for 100 million deaths...more than 
the rest of recorded human history. Why don't people get better? (note 
Genesis 2:16-17; Romans 3:23; 5:12).
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