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How did the recounting of God’s work through people who
acknowledged Him, as well as those who did not, encourage
you about our own time? (Daniel 2:21, 4:17)

What are some ways that you have seen God at work in your
life as you look back at your own history, and were you aware
of His working in the moment?

Many see aging, iliness, death, and the grave as the
final victors, but as Jesus followers, we have a different
perspective. How does Elisha’s example in 2 Kings 13:14
reassure you that God uses us at all stages of life?

In fact, even in death God was not done with Elisha (2 Kings

13:20-21). As you consider those in your life who have already
died, what effect have they had on you or those you know
after death?

Ultimately, God used an empty grave to showcase His love
and grace. (John 3:16, Ephesians 2:4-5). While He used
Elisha’s bones to raise a man to life, this grave has no bones
since Jesus defeated death and is fully alive! Take some time
to pray for those you have invited, will invite or need to invite
to Riverside’s Easter services to hear the incredible message
of God'’s redeeming love and plan.
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https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/MAT.22.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/GEN.22.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/1CO.6.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/PHM.1.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/JOB.22.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/DAN.2.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/DAN.4.NLT
2 Kings 13:14https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/111/2KI.13.NIV
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/2KI.13.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/2KI.13.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/1588/JHN.3.AMP
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/EPH.2.NLT
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MESSAGE NOTES

Elisha has modeled for us over and over again what it looks like to
a world that thinks truth is a moving target and the
idea of God is obsolete...

X. Historyis Not

..we need to constantly remind ourselves that despite the obvious activity

of the evil one, and despite the human beings make

that lead to evil actions and outcomes, God is still at work accomplishing
His purposes and fulfilling His

,and that includes not only
people and nations that are committed to at least acknowledging the one
true and only God, but also people and nations that don't.

Note 2 Kings 8:7-15
Note 1 Kings 19:15-16

Note 2 Kings 9 and 13

Despite the world, the flesh, and the devil's work and impact and influence
twisting lives and nations into various forms of dysfunction, God works
despite and through it all to accomplish His will (note Daniel 2:21; 4:17;
Psalm 75:7; Romans 13:1).

History is

2. The is not the Victor

A. Elisha experienced what
(note 2 Kings 13:14a).

experience

B. God wasn't done with Elisha just because he got
(note 2 Kings 13:14) - Dear friends, let us seek to so live that even

men may miss us when we are gone. (Spurgeon)

C. The_____ doesn't have the final word
(note 2 Kings 13:20-21) - remember, the
points to Jesus. Note Romans 6:23a. But God uses this

moment in history to proclaim that even from tomb, resurrection life will

come.
Perfectly UNEXPECTED:
e Over years after God used the bones of Elisha to raise a person

from the dead, God did something far greater.

* Heuseda , a tomb, and His Only Son, to win the greatest

victory ever on earth...

in Jesus' tomb, because He is risen!

* Note Ephesians 2:4-5; John 3:16

e There are no

*  Who are you inviting for Easter weekend?

Tell someone about the next step you took today in your spiritual journey! Let us

know, too, and fill out our connect card (digital* or hard copy).

*MyRC.link/connect or text riverside to 94000
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https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/2KI.8.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/1KI.19.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/2KI.9.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/2KI.13.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/DAN.2.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/DAN.4.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/PSA.75.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/ROM.13.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/111/2KI.13.NIV
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/2KI.13.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/2KI.13.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/ROM.6.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/EPH.2.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/1588/JHN.3.AMP
http://MyRC.link/connect
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MESSAGE NOTES

Elisha has modeled for us over and over again what it looks like to navigate

a world that thinks truth is a moving target and the idea of God is
obsolete...

L. History is Not Random

..we need to constantly remind ourselves that despite the obvious activity

of the evil one, and despite the choices human beings make that lead to evil
actions and outcomes, God is still at work accomplishing His purposes and
fulfilling His mission, and that includes not only people and nations that are

committed to at least acknowledging the one true and only God, but also
people and nations that don't.

Note 2 Kings 8:7-15
Note 1 Kings 19:15-16

Note 2 Kings 9 and 13

Despite the world, the flesh, and the devil's work and impact and influence
twisting lives and nations into various forms of dysfunction, God works
despite and through it all to accomplish his will (note Daniel 2:21; 4:17;
Psalm 75:7; Romans 13:1).

History is His-Story.

2. The Grave is not the Victor

Elisha experienced what most people experience (note 2 Kings 13:14a).

God wasn't done with Elisha just because he got old (note 2 Kings 13:14)
- Dear friends, let us seek to so live that even ungodly men may miss us
when we are gone. (Spurgeon)

The grave doesn't have the final word (note 2 Kings 13:20-21) -
remember, the whole Bible points to Jesus. Note Romans 6:23a. But

God uses this unigue moment in history to proclaim that even from
tomb, resurrection life will come.

Perfectly UNEXPECTED:

Over 800 years after God used the bones of Elisha to raise a person
from the dead, God did something far greater.

He used a cross, a tomb, and His Only Son, to win the greatest victory
ever on earth...

There are no bones in Jesus' tomb, because He is risen!

Note Ephesians 2:4-5; John 3:16

Who are you inviting for Easter weekend?

Tell someone about the next step you took today in your spiritual journey! Let us

know, too, and fill out our connect card (digital* or hard copy).

*MyRC.link/connect or text riverside to 94000
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https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/2KI.8.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/1KI.19.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/2KI.9.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/2KI.13.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/DAN.2.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/DAN.4.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/PSA.75.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/ROM.13.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/111/2KI.13.NIV
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/2KI.13.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/2KI.13.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/ROM.6.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/116/EPH.2.NLT
https://www.bible.com/en-GB/bible/1588/JHN.3.AMP
http://MyRC.link/connect

