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MESSAGE NOTES

Since God never wastes anything, He hasn’t intended for us to go on this difficult and
challenging journey so that the result will be that we just go back to what we
were, or just develop a new normal.

God wants to us to an extraordinary life that we could only begin to
experience by having walked through these painful circumstances and hard times.

...what we need to realize is that COVID-19 hasn’t cancelled |

o Come every Sunday

THE )
BIG Be part of a group
e Serve others
1. Serving Jesus and His Church is a Major to

Spiritual Growth

Serving/good works make us Jesus followers (note Ephesians 2:8-9).
Note Ephesians 2:10; Titus 2:14; 3:8, 14; Galatians 5:13; Romans 7:6b; 12:11

Serving/doing good works is a great evidence of an personal

relationship with Jesus.

Note Luke 17:7-10 (Parable of the Master and Servant); Luke 16:1-8 (Parable of the
Shrewd Manager); Matthew 25:14-30 (Parable of the Talents); Matthew 21:33-44
(Parable of the Unfaithful Servants).



There is no concept in Scripture of a non- , hon-serving follower of

Jesus.

Note James 2:14-16—we become Jesus followers by faith and grace alone; but genuine
faith is never , it always serves.

2. God Gives Us Spiritual Gifts to Things
(note 1 Corinthians 12:4-7)

Spiritual gifts are given so we will serve Jesus, other Jesus followers, and impact our
neighbors, communities, and world with Jesus’

Note 1 Corinthians 12:11 and 12:27

3. Jesus Servanthood (note Mark 10:45)

Note Philippians 2:5-7
The One who actually deserved to be served by all became the
servant of all.

Note John 13:1-5; 12-17

Instead of back to the future:

e God tells us that when we’re all using our spiritual gifts and serving Jesus, His
Church, His people, and His world, that genuine spiritual growth and
takes place (note Ephesians 4:11-16).

Tell someone about the next step you took today in your spiritual journey!

Let us know, too, and fill out our digital connect card.
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DISCUSSION GUIDE

\cebreaker: Summer sun or summer storms..if you had to pick
one, which would it be and why?

1. Pastor Tom explained that serving Jesus and His Church is a major pathway to
spiritual growth. Have you experienced this? If so what has grown in you?

2. Read Ephesians 2:8-10 and Titus 2:14; 3:8. What do good works/serving have to

do with following Jesus?

3. Pastor Tom pointed us to four parables (see notes). These parables demonstrate
the importance of engaging as a Jesus follower. What's something that stood out to
you from these parables about how to serve?

4. Read Philippians 2:5-7 and John 13:1-5, 12-17. How does Jesus model servanthood

for us?

5. Read Ephesians 4:11-16. Pastor Tom explained that genuine spiritual growth and
maturity takes place when we are using our spiritual gifts and serving Jesus, His
Church, His people and His world. How do you want to grow and how do you see
serving being part of that growth process for you?
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MESSAGE NOTES

Since God never wastes anything, He hasn’t intended for us to go on this difficult and
challenging journey so that the end result will be that we just go back to what we were,
or just develop a new normal.

God wants to lead us to an extraordinary life that we could only begin to experience

by having walked through these painful circumstances and hard times.

...what we need to realize is that COVID-19 hasn’t cancelled BIG 3!

o Come every Sunday

THE

BIG ) Be part of a group

e Serve others

1. Serving Jesus and His Church is a Major Pathway to Spiritual
Growth

Serving/good works don’t make us Jesus followers (note Ephesians 2:8-9).

Note Ephesians 2:10; Titus 2:14; 3:8, 14; Galatians 5:13; Romans 7:6b; 12:11

Serving/doing good works is a great evidence of an authentic personal relationship with
Jesus.

Note Luke 17:7-10 (Parable of the Master and Servant); Luke 16:1-8 (Parable of the
Shrewd Manager); Matthew 25:14-30 (Parable of the Talents); Matthew 21:33-44
(Parable of the Unfaithful Servants).



There is no concept in Scripture of a non-engaged, non-serving follower of Jesus. Note
James 2:14-16—we become Jesus followers by faith and grace alone; but genuine faith
is never alone, it always serves.

2. God Gives Us Spiritual Gifts to Do Things (note 1 Corinthians 12:4-7)

Spiritual gifts are given so we will serve Jesus, other Jesus followers, and impact our
neighbors, communities, and world with Jesus’ love and truth.

Note 1 Corinthians 12:11 and 12:27

3. Jesus Modeled Servanthood (note Mark 10:45)

Note Philippians 2:5-7
The One who actually deserved to be served by all became the ultimate servant of all.
Note John 13:1-5; 12-17

Instead of back to the future:

e God tells us that when we’re all using our spiritual gifts and serving Jesus, His
Church, His people, and His world, that genuine spiritual growth and maturity
takes place (note Ephesians 4:11-16).

Tell someone about the next step you took today in your spiritual journey!

Let us know, too, and fill out our digital connect card.
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