SG DISCUSSION GUIDE
Icebreaker:

Your Mmatters.

1. In1Kings 16:29-33 we read a blunt, not very flattering synopsis of King
Ahab’s life. How would a synopsis of your life read? (Read the passage and
consider its content in light of your own life.)

2. What did you know about Elijah before you heard Pastor Tom’s message
on Sunday? What was one thing that really stuck out about him, and why?

5. As king, Ahab believed he was in charge. Elijah and God used an area in
which Ahab had zero control to set the record straight. Why was this
pronouncement about weather such a big deal? (1 Kings 17:1)

4.1 Kings 17:2-6 details how God provided for Elijah. What are some ways
that God has provided for you, your family or friends? (Probably w/out the
ravens...)

5. God chose to care for Elijah in a miraculous way. How does this
encourage your faith, and what about when God chooses not to act in [what
you see as] your best interests?

6. What'’s your first takeaway from this new series, and how is it going to
affect your life here and now? (Hebrews 11:6, James 2:17)
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MESSAGE NOTES

Note 1Kings 16:29-33

We're going to learn what it means to stand for God and His truth and

His mission when everyone and everything around us is
and everything else but God and His truth.

standing for

1. Who'is ?

He's one of the most and unusual individuals in the Bible (note
1Kings 17:1a).
He's the only one of two people the Bible tells us did not

= The Lord is my God

He only bowed his knee to the only true and living God when that type of

commitment and devotion was to the vast majority of his

contemporaries.

e His life and ministry were so significant that only Abraham,

and David are mentioned more in the New Testament than Elijah.

e Both___ andJohn the Baptist were identified and compared to
Elijoh (note Luke 1:17; Matthew 16:14).

e The last book of the Old Testament tells us Elijah will return again (note

4:5-6).

o  When Jesus was it was Moses and Elijah who

were talking to Jesus (note Matthew 17:3).

times Elijah is mentioned in the New Testament,

e Interestingly, of the
only once are his words quoted...

Note James 5:17a
For all that’'s amazing about Elijah’s life and ministry in a hostile culture that had

rejected God and His truth, Elijah was just a human being just

like us.

2. Elijah—You Got This

Elijah who actually has power and authority and is
the King (note 1Kings 17:1).
This is pretty

for basically a total unknown telling the
most powerful person in the land that he really didnt have power that matters.

Note 2 Kings 1:7-8
Right out of the gate, Elijah establishes the actual

that had been ignored by his nation way too long.

3. God—You Got This

Note 1Kings 17:2-6

God’s got this:

A. By protecting and for Elijah—the Lord set up the
first DoorDash system that didn't need Al, but instead only needed AR
( ).

B. By showing people how much they need

—when God tells Elijah to
leave Israel and then provides for him, it was in one sense
of the fact that God and His presence and

blessings were also gone from Israel, and they could experience life trusting in
themselves and other gods...

SO WHO’S GOT THIS IN YOUR LIFE?:

e Don’t miss the that while God'’s chosen people who had
abandoned His truth and His purposes were going to experience drought
and famine, Cod'’s prophet Elijah who trusts and follows the Lord is sustained

and provided for.

e This that the word of God was not dependent
on the people, but the people were dependent on the word of God. (Vannoy)

Tell someone about the next step you took today
in your spiritual journey! Let us know, too, and fill
out our connect card (digital* or hard copy). s
erm

*MyRC.link/connect or text riverside to 94000 SMALL GROUP
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MESSAGE NOTES

Note 1Kings 16:29-33

We're going to learn what it means to stand for God and His truth and embrace

His mission when everyone and everything around us is standing for anything
and everything else but God and His truth.

1. Who is Elijah?

He’s one of the most colorful and unusual individuals in the Bible (note 1 Kings
17:1a).

He's the only one of two people the Bible tells us did not die.

Elijah = The Lord is my God

He only bowed his knee to the only true and living God when that type of

commitment and devotion was foreign to the vast majority of his

contemporaries.

e His life and ministry were so significant that only Moses, Abraham, and David
are mentioned more in the New Testament than Elijah.

e Both Jesus and John the Baptist were identified and compared to Elijah
(note Luke 1:17; Matthew 16:14).

e The last book of the Old Testament tells us Elijah will return again (note
Malachi 4:5-6).

o When Jesus was transfigured, it was Moses and Elijah who were talking to
Jesus (note Matthew 17:3).

e Interestingly, of the 30 times Elijah is mentioned in the New Testament, only
once are his words quoted...

Note James 5:17a

For all that’'s amazing about Elijah’s life and ministry in a hostile culture that had
rejected God and His truth, Elijah was just a regular human being just like us.

2. Elijah—You Got This

Elijah...reinstitutes who actually has power and authority and is the King (note
1Kings 17:1).

This is pretty incredible for basically a total unknown telling the most powerful
person in the land that he really didn’t have power that matters.

Note 2 Kings 1:7-8
Right out of the gate, Elijah establishes the actual boundaries that had been
ignored by his nation way too long.

3. God—You Got This

Note 1Kings 17:2-6

God'’s got this:

A. By protecting and providing for Elijah—the Lord set up the first DoorDash
system that didn’t need Al, but instead only needed AR (available ravens).

B. By showing people how much they need Him—when God tells Elijah to leave
Israel and then provides for him, it was in one sense symbolic of the fact that
God and His presence and blessings were also gone from Israel, and they
could experience life trusting in themselves and other gods...

SO WHO’S GOT THIS IN YOUR LIFE?:

e Don't miss the irony that while God’s chosen people who had abandoned His
truth and His purposes were going to experience drought and famine, God’s
prophet Elijah who trusts and follows the Lord is sustained and provided for.

e This demonstrates that the word of God was not dependent on the people,
but the people were dependent on the word of God. (Vannoy)

Tell someone about the next step you took today in your spiritual journey!
Let us know, too, and fill out our connect card (digital* or hard copy).
*MyRC.link/connect or text riverside to 94000
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